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Hoppe-Seyler/Thier/elder, Handbuch der Physiologisch- und Pathologisch-chemischen 
Analyse/iir ~frzte, Biologen und Chemiker, Z e h n t e  A u f l a g e ,  h e r a u s g e g e b e n  v o n  K .  

LANG UND E .  LEHNARTZ, u n t e r  M i t a r b e i t  y o n  G.  SIEBERT. 

F t i n f t e r  B a n d .  Untersuchung der Organe, Kb'rper[liissigheiten und Ausscheidungen, 
b e a r b e i t e t  v o n  F .  BRUNS,  H .  D .  CREMER, W .  DIEMAIR,  C. DITTMAR, J .  Ff~'HR, W .  

GEINITZ, K .  GEMEINHARDT~,  K .  HINSBERC,  G.  SCHMID. 

S p r i n g e r - V e r l a g ,  B e r l i n ,  G 6 t t i n g e n ,  H e i d e l b e r g ,  1953 .  I X  + 938  p a g e s ,  D M  I 6 8 , - - - .  

Th i s  is the  I o t h  Ed i t ion  of the  wel l -known "Hoppe-Seyler/Thierfelder", which  has  served so 
m a n y  genera t ions  of phys i c i ans  and  b iochemis t s  as a guide in the i r  l abo ra to ry  work.  Obv ious ly  th is  
Edi t ion  will be~published in severa l  big vo lumes ,  as the  first one t h a t  has  come f rom the  press  bears  
n u m b e r  V. The  9 th  Edi t ion ,  t he  3rd one edi ted by  THIERFELDER (in 19~4), compr ised  only  one vo lume  
of a b o u t  t he  s ame  size as the  p re sen t  V t h  vo lume.  Hence  the  increase in size is enormous .  Th i s  m a y  
have  been d ic t a t ed  by  the  ove rwhe l mi ng  progress  of b iochemis t ry  dur ing  the  las t  decades.  Yet  I 
d o u b t  w h e t h e r  th is  is the  on ly  reason  and  I wonder  w h e t h e r  the  book has  improved  by  it. 

According  to THIERFELDER'S Preface to the  7th  Edi t ion  of 19o2, the  size had  g radua l ly  increased 
since i858, b u t  a lways  every  m e t h o d  inc luded had  been careful ly  control led by  HOPPE-SEYLER. 
T h o u g h  it  is ev iden t  t h a t  it  was  imposs ib le  to con t inue  th i s  p r a i s ewor thy  t rad i t ion ,  u n d e r  THIER- 
FELDER'S direct ion the  book  ha s  r ema i ned  w h a t  it  had  been f rom its  concept ion,  a h a n d b o o k  of 
l abora to ry  praxis .  B u t  now g rea t  pa r t s  of it, a t  any  ra te  of the  vo lume  reviewed, appea r  to have  
degenera ted  in to  a t rea t i se  of descr ip t ive  b iochemis t ry .  This  applies  in pa r t i cu la r  to the  chap t e r s  
" U n t e r s u e h u n g  der  Orga ne"  by  H. D. CREMER AND J. F/3I~R, and  " U n t e r s u c h u n g  yon Tumoren2 '  
by  C. DITTMAR. In  the  rev iewer ' s  opinion f rom a me thod iea l  po in t  of view the  bes t  c h a p t e r s  are 
those  on blood and  ur ine  b y  K. HINSBERG and  var ious  col laborators ,  and  t h a t  on "Nachwe i s  wicht iger  
Arzne imi t t e l  u n d  Gif te"  von  K. GEMEINHARDT. NO object ion can  be raised aga ins t  the  compos i t ion  
of W.  DIEMAIR'S chap t e r  on milk,  t h o u g h  it is v e r y  shor t  and  therefore  u n a v o i d a b l y  ve ry  incomple te ;  
t he  references to l i t e ra ture  of th i s  chap t e r  a lmos t  exc lus ive ly  concern  G e r m a n  l i tera ture .  The  s ame  
applies  to GEMEINHARDT'S con t r ibu t ion .  The  o ther  par t s ,  however ,  those  m e n t i o n e d  included which  
h a v e  lost t he  fea tu res  of a h a n d b o o k  of b iochemica l  me thods ,  are consp icuous  for the i r  i n t e rna t iona l  

o r ien ta t ion .  It .  G. K. \~:ESTENBRINK (Utrecht)  

Standard Methods o~ Clinical Chemistry, Vot. I. By  the American Association of Clinical 
Chemists. Editor-in-Chief: MIRIAM REINER. Academic Press Inc., New York 1953. 
xii and 142 pages, 6 figures. $ 4.5 o. 

As s t a t ed  by  the  edi tor ia l  c o m m i t t e e  in the i r  preface,  th i s  book  is t he  first of a series of " S t a n d a r d  
Me thods"  to be pub l i shed  b y  t he  Amer i can  Associa t ion  of Clinical Chemis ts .  By  issuing a n u m b e r  
of smal l  vo lumes  t he  Associa t ion  hopes  to keep t he  series up  to date ,  as th i s  w a y  of pub l i sh ing  allows 
~ e q u e n t  revis ion of some  m e t h o d s  w i t h o u t  re- issue of all. 

The  p r e s e n t a t i o n  is model led  on t he  excel lent  series of "Organ ic  S y n t h e s e s " :  Cer ta in  clinical 
chemi s t s  have  been  asked  to s u b m i t  t he  m e t h o d  of the i r  c h o i c e - - t h i s  choice being guided by  a con- 
s ensus  of col leagues who  regur la r ly  use  such  a m e t h o d - - ,  it has  t h e n  been checked in o ther  labora-  
tor ies  and  in t he  final pub l i ca t ion  all r esu l t s  and  c o m m e n t s  h a v e  been incorpora ted .  

E a c h  m e t h o d  is t r ea t ed  a long t he  following lines:  I n t r o d u c t i o n  and /o r  Principle,  Reagen t s ,  
Procedure ,  Calcula t ion,  N o r m a l  Values,  A b n o r m a l  Values,  Discuss ion or C o m m e n t s ,  P recau t ions  and  
Notes,  L i t e ra tu re .  (All t hese  i t ems  do no t  necessar i ly  appea r  in each presenta t ion . )  This  t r e a t m e n t  
h a s  the  g rea t  a d v a n t a g e  over  t he  cookery-book  t ype  of l abora to ry  m a n u a l  t h a t  it p romo te s  a more  
cri t ical  a t t i t u d e  and  a be t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  in those  who consu l t  tile book. 

The  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of a rou t ine  clinical chemica l  l abo ra to ry  which  of ten  d ic ta te  a sacrifice of 
precis ion to speed and  s impl ic i ty  are reflected in the  choice of t e chn iques :  of the  19 m e t h o d s  descr ibed 
in th i s  vo lume  I2 are colorimetric,  as aga ins t  4 t i t r imet r i c  and  3 o the r  procedures .  Worke r s  who h a v e  
a l r eady  chosen  the i r  own m e t h o d s  will no t  necessar i ly  agree in all respects  wi th  the  selection m a d e  
here ;  for ins tance ,  t he  reviewer  regre ts  t h a t  t he  t i m e - h o n o u r e d  mic ro -Kje ldah l  n i t rogen  de t e rmina -  
t ion  ha s  had  to m a k e  place for a b iure t  m e t h o d  of prote in  es t imat ion ,  while the  m e t h o d  proposed  for 
u rea  n i t rogen  seems  to  be a bi t  t r icky.  B u t  t he  m a n  who  h a s  to set  up  a new clinical l abo ra to ry  can  
safe ly  e n t r u s t  h imsel f  to the  di rect ions  g iven  in th i s  book, for t he  d rawbacks  of some procedures  are 
d iscussed  in a s t r a igh t fo rward  m a n n e r .  A choice of "old favour i t e s" ,  e.g. K r a m e r  and  Tisda t l ' s  ca lc ium 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and  the  F o l i n -W u  glucose es t imat ion ,  is comb ined  wi th  m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  as f lame 
p h o t o m e t r y  of sod ium a n d  p o t a s s i u m  and  t h e  Nelson-Somogyi  p rocedure  for glucose.  


